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Dear Mr. Smith: 
Thank you for your letter of recent date, 
I regret that we cannot comply with your request, 
however we are sending you some material which we believe 
will enlighten you in a generel way as to our responsibilities 
and functions. 
Please note the paragraph on page 5 of the small blue 
pamphlet entitled "Policy on Public Disclosures" which explains 
the restrictions imposed on us by law and by considerations of 
national security. — . 
Your interest in this Agency is appreciated. 
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August 15, 1968 
Central avelifsgeucs Agency 
Uenerne D.C. 
Dear sirs: 

We have recently begun publishing an inter-collegiate newspaper in 
the Sati Prawelevoc nas renee Although there seb Bieeuae several very suc- 
eased papers in this area (most notably the Berkely Barb) we feel that 
they are not representing the entire spectrum of opinion on many of the 
issues discussed in hea It is for this reason that wé have decided to 
publish a new panes with a staff composed of both the left (Lawrence Hyink, 
Contributing Editor, Socialist Democrat) and the right (myself, Thomas Smith, 
Editor-in-Chief, Objectivist). In this way we hope tp present all facets of 
political opinion on many key issues. 

Since the CIA happens to be one of these issues which is of major con- 
cern on many minds sauna aises colleges we wish to get the "other side" of 
the story rather than merely speculating. Consequently, we are hoping that 
you will be able to supply us with some information about your organiza- 
tion. We are already aware of the fact that a personal interview is not pos~ 
sible as we have been in contact with ae San Francisco office. They ad- 
vised us to contact the head office in Washington. 

I would like to clear up one daGten-at this time. Although. the letter 
head on this paper is Proletariat, the name of the paper has been eienaed to 
Steppenwolf (of course referring to not only the novel of the same name by 


Hermann Hesse, but also the lone wolf of the Steppes of Agia which runs alone 


Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000300010058-9 


ata er, 


P.O. Box 172i, San Mateo, Calif. 9401 . 


August 15, 1968 page 2 
re: CIA 


rather than in packs.) because of the strong socialistic overtones of 
the name Proletariat. I am sure you can understand why a paper such as 


ours would not like to operate’ under such a name. However, the name origin- 


‘ated, as did the paper, in the Aragon Student Union, Aragon High School, San 


Mateo, California. Those of us who published the paper at Aragon have since 
graduated and now wish to publish the paper on a commercial basis. Con- 
sequently, we are eabine the name for two reasons. First, for the reason 
already stated. Secondly, we wish to disassociate ourselves with the pre- 
vious organization. | 

We would certainly appreciate any and all assistance you can give us 
regarding the operation of your organization around the colleges. I, of 
course, understand that there is a great deal of information which you are 
not free to give. However, any help would be appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas. H. Smith 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Steppenwolf 
P.O. Box 1724 
San Mateo, Calif. 
94401 
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